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New Publications

Joseph Smith’s New Translation of the Bible:
Original Manuscripts

Edited by Scott H. Faulring, Kent P. Jackson,
and Robert J. Matthews
This groundbreaking volume presents the
latest research into the history and origin of the
Joseph Smith Translation and clariﬁes earlier
understandings. The book begins with a series
of essays that introduce the New Translation.
The ﬁrst explains what the translation is and how it was produced.
Other essays discuss the doctrinal contributions of the Joseph Smith
Translation, the history of the manuscripts since Joseph Smith’s death
in 1844, the work of the Prophet’s scribes, and the editorial procedures followed in preparing the transcriptions. The main section of the
book presents a typographic transcription of all the original manuscript
pages of the Joseph Smith Translation, unedited and preserved exactly
as dictated by the Prophet and recorded by his scribes. The editors’
intent has been to render, as exactly as possible, the scribes’ original
words, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, strikeouts, and insertions.
Available October 2004, 852 pp., $99.95
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Prelude to the Restoration:
From Apostasy to the Restored Church
Thirty-third Annual Sidney B. Sperry
Symposium
Before Joseph Smith was born, religious scholars such as William Tyndale and Martin Luther
put their lives in jeopardy to spread the word of
God to their followers, blazing doctrinal trails
so that a restoration of the gospel could occur.
This volume, copublished with Deseret Book,
highlights these inﬂuential men and other important Reformers who
helped pave the way for the Restoration. The book features talks from
the Thirty-third Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, held October
29–30, 2004.
Available November 2004, 304 pp., $24.95
Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint Church
History: The New England States

Edited by Donald Q. Cannon, Arnold K. Garr,
and Bruce A. Van Orden
New England. The name suggests revolution. Muskets and cannons. Redcoats and ragged
patriots. Yet this area did more than give rise to
American freedom; it gave birth to the Restoration. Here, prophets and apostles were born to
guide the ChurchCleaders such as Joseph and
Hyrum Smith, Brigham Young, and Heber C. Kimball.
Twelve essays take us on a journey through time. We go back to an
era when early apostles canvassed New England to elect Joseph Smith
president of the United States. We walk with road-weary Jared Carter
and other missionaries who left home and family to preach without
purse or scrip. A photo essay offers views of a Mayﬂower replica and
of Church history sites, including the birthplace of Joseph Smith in
Sharon, Vermont. With a sense of irony, we revisit the Church’s legal
battle to build a temple in Boston and ﬁnally to add a spire. Contributors to this book include Brigham Young University professors Richard
O. Cowan, W. Jeffrey Marsh, Craig J. Ostler, Matthew O. Richardson,
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Mary Jane Woodger, Dennis A. Wright, and others.
Available October 2004, 270 pp., $19.95
Nibley on the Timely and the Timeless,
Second Edition

Hugh W. Nibley
Reaching from the apocalyptic visions of
original “treasures in heaven” down to the climax of history, Nibley’s essays in this volume
are singular in their penetration, originality, and
vitality. The delight of Nibley’s brilliant and
sometimes biting prose style imparts a sense of
the agelessness of what he calls the “three-act
play” of human existence. The author’s own
intellectual autobiography, together with his fresh introductory paragraphs for the various chapters, completes this ﬁtting and permanent
record of one of the outstanding historians of our time. This revised
edition of Nibley’s timeless classic includes a foreword by Truman G.
Madsen, emeritus professor of philosophy at Brigham Young University,
and a new essay by Gary P. Gillum, who serves as religion, philosophy,
and ancient studies librarian at Brigham Young University.
Available December 2004, 326 pp., $27.95
Sperry Symposium Classics:
The Doctrine and Covenants

Edited by Craig K. Manscill
“If a revelation is outside the limits of your
speciﬁc responsibility, you know it is not from
the Lord and you are not bound by it,” writes
Elder Dallin H. Oaks on the principle of personal
revelation. Other General Authorities, including
President James E. Faust and Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, share classic articles that will help and inspire
teachers and students of Church history. The volume, copublished with Deseret Book, features some of the best out-of-print
Sperry Symposium articles on the Doctrine and Covenants.
Available December 2004, 400 pp., $25.95
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A Mormon Bibliography, 1830B1930:
Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged

Chad J. Flake and Larry W. Draper
Historians will ﬁnd a researcher’s treasure
trove in this remarkable two-volume reference
work that includes 14,400 entries to publications
by or about the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. In fact, the goal of the compilers was
to cite every publication in the ﬁrst hundred years
of the Church’s existence. This attractive, library-quality reference work
was compiled by Chad J. Flake, former senior librarian at the Harold
B. Library, and Larry W. Draper, curator of the library’s Western and
Mormon Americana Print Collections.
Published in March 2004, two-volume set, 1526 pp., $149.95
Praise for A Mormon Bibliography
“A well-recognized bibliography in scholarly circles.”—George
Mitton, associate editor, Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies
“The most comprehensive resource of early Mormon publications.”—Mike Hooper, American and Mormon history librarian,
Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University
“This is the most signiﬁcant bibliography on Mormonism. It
includes everything: the good and the bad.”—Patty Aird, Seattle,
Washington

Religious Studies Center
Established in 1975 by BYU Religious Education Dean Jeffrey R.
Holland, the Religious Studies Center (RSC) is the research arm of

Religious Education at Brigham Young University. Since its inception,
it has provided funding for numerous projects, including conferences,
books, and articles relating to Latter-day Saint culture, history, scripture, and doctrine. The RSC endeavors to use its resources to, ﬁrst,
facilitate excellence in teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ; second,
encourage research and publication that contribute to the mission
of the university and its sponsoring institution, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints; and third, promote study and understanding of other cultures and religions.
Research and Publication
One of the primary aspects of the RSC’s mission is to promote the
search for new truths and the quest to better understand well-known
truths. The ultimate interpretation of doctrinal matters rests with the
First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles; therefore, we
seek to discover historical background, provide cultural and linguistic
details, and explore new avenues of understanding into our faith, history, and way of life. Thus, research into scripture, Church history, and
religious matters in general is an important part of what the full-time
Religious Education faculty do. Because BYU is primarily a teaching
institution, we recognize as our major thrust the classroom experience.
We seek, however, to expand our classroom through the writing and
publication of our research.
The RSC helps fund several meaningful projects each year and publishes
books, articles, a newsletter, and the Religious Educator in helping to
promote and disseminate Latter-day Saint research and thought. These
publications enhance the libraries of Latter-day Saint readers and others
who take an interest in the history or culture of the Latter-day Saints.
An Invitation to Join with Us
RSC research and publication projects are sustained by university funding and by ﬁnancial donations from friends who want to encourage the
kind of quality work the RSC does. We are thankful for the generosity
of those who support our efforts to bring the best scholarship to light.
If you would like to become a donor to the RSC to help its mission,
please contact the RSC at 370 JSB, BYU, Provo, UT 84602.
The RSC restricts its publications to items that ﬁt within the scholarly
range of the curriculum and mission of Religious Education. It pro-
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duces materials that are well written, rigorous, and original and that
reﬂect the doctrine, the history, the teachings of the living prophets,
and the standard works of the Restoration. It seeks works that meet
academic needs or ﬁll a niche in the area of faithful scholarship. It welcomes all materials that ﬁt within these parameters.

